CANADA'S   HISTORY
crossed the Atlantic and was cut to pieces in the backwoods where Pittsburg now stands, The Western Indians, led by Frenchmen, then fell with torch and scalping-knife upon the English frontier, and the war began in earnest in America and, concurrently, in Europe.
For a time the French had the advantage till Pitt, coming into power, threw all his energies into the struggle, which henceforward became one, not of defence of British interests, but for the conquest of Canada. The capture of Quebec by \Volfe, in 1759, sealed the doom of Canada, which was finally conquered by Amherst and evacuated by the French forces in the following year. The Canadians, sick of war, returned with alacrity to their farms, under the temporary administration of British officers till the European peace of 1763, which formally made over the whole of French North America, except New Orleans and Louisiana on the Gulf of Mexico, to the British Crown.
French   Canada  a  British  Colony
Nova Scotia had been already ceded to Great Britain in 1713, save Cape Breton, its north-eastern portion, retained by the French, including their great fortress of Louisburg, which was finally captured and destroyed by an English fleet and army in 1758. Halifax in Nova Scotia had been founded by the British Government in 1749, but the hostility of the French Acadians, descendants of the early settlers, assisted by the local Indians, had checked inland settlement, till the forcible expulsion of most of the former in 1755 opened the province to British settlers. French Canada now became a British Colony, but with no anticipation of British settlers, beyond the soldiers, officials, and merchants resident in Quebec and Montreal. The intention was to govern the Canadians, who numbered about 70,000, generously, and to win their allegiance. They were guaranteed their language, religion, and old laws, so far as compatible with the altered conditions. Seigneurial tenure was retained, though slightly mitigated. The Catholic Church establishment was preserved, and the Colony administered by a governor and council nominated by the Crown.
Results of American Revolution
In 1775 the American revolutionists invaded Canada, when the noblesse element proved actively loyal, but the peasant militiamen, previously tampered with by American secret agents, refused to march. There was but a handful of regulars in the Colony, and the Americans over-ran it right up to the walls of Quebec, Tfce governor, Sir Guy Carleton, a brave
and able soldier, with a motley collection of soldiers and sailors with British and French volunteers, about 1,700 in all, defended the city through the winter against superior American forces, till the arrival of a British army in May drove them out of Canada, not to return during the war,
At the close of the Revolutionary war about 100,000 American loyalists, who had sympathised with or fought for the Crown, found themselves expelled from their country and their property confiscated. Tnis cruel measure brought its own retribution, for it created British Canada, an insurmountable barrier, as it proved, to the Americans' cherished ambition of absorbing the northern half of the Continent. In 1782, some 40,000 of these refugees, the rest having dispersed in penury to various oversea countries, were collected at New York, prior to its evacuation at the peace.
The British public, as too often happens, showed little sympathy, in theory or practice, for those who had fought their battle on distant shores. But the Government did the rig-tit thing, despite the inevitable hardships thereby entailed. They offered all such loyalists, as were thereto inclined, free grants of forest land in Nova Scotia, still sparsely settled, but with an established government at Halifax, and in Canada, west of Montreal, a then practically unknown forest wilderness.
United  Empire  Loyalists
The conditions further included assistance in stock, implements, and provisions. Three millions sterling was also voted as compensation, of which some, at least, eventually got their share. These unfortunate people had little left to them but their actual clothes, with very small pensions to the officers and war-widows. All accepted the Government's offer, for there was no alternative, about 30,000 sailing for Nova Scotia and 10,000 proceeding to the eastern end of Lake Ontario or to Niagara.
In all these regions surveyors had been busy and rough preparations made. There is no space to touch on the early years of intense hardship these valiant people endured, hacking new homes out of the forest. All of them had abandoned comfortable situations. A great many were people of means, family, and influence in their respective provinces. Government arrangements for supplies, too, constantly broke down before such an unprecedented undertaking. But in the end the United Empire Loyalists, as they proudly called themselves, won through, and emerged as the leading element in the provinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, then formed out of it, and little Prince Edward
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